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INTRODUCTION

This Association was formed in response to the need and
desire for unity which we, the member Carmels, experienced
as we endeavored to respond to the call of Vatican II for the
renewal and adaptation of religious life. Our unity is rooted in
the Gospel and in our Carmelite heritage, and it flows from a
basic understanding, love and acceptance of each sister and
each member community. By virtué of our common source,
vocation and mission in the Church, we collaborate in the
work of renewal through corporate effort, study and sharing.
Recognizing a sound pluralism within the one Teresian charism,
we offer to share our unity with all our sisters, and thus be in
the Order, the Church and the world a corporate witness of

love, reconciliation and unity in Christ.



CONGREGATIO
PRO INSTITUTIS VITAE CONSECRATAE
ET SOCIETATIBUS VITAE APOSTOLICAE

Prot. n. FM 57,e)-1/93

DECREE

The Monasteries of the Order of Discalced Carmelite Nuns
in the following cities in the United States of North America, namely:
Baltimore (archdiocese: Baltimore), Barre (diocese: Burlington),
Barrington (diocese: Providence), Beacon (archdiocese: New York),
Boston (archdiocese: Boston), Cleveland (diocese: Cleveland),
Concord (diocese: Manchester), Eldridge (diocese: Davenport),
Elysburg (diocese: Harrisburg), Indianapolis (archdiocese:
Indianapolis), Latrobe (diocese: Greensburg), Reno (diocese:
Reno/Las Vegas), Saranac Lake (diocese: Ogdensburg), Savannah
(diocese: Savannah), in order that they may get closer together and
insure mutual aid in upholding and promoting the end and the means
of the contemplative life proper to the Order, humbly ask the
Apostolic See to establish an Association among them.

The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life, having attentively examined the matter, by
means of this present Decree establishes the

ASSOCIATION
"CARMELITE COMMUNITIES ASSOCIATED
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT".
Moreover, the same Congregation approves and confirms
its Statutes, written in English, which corresponds to the text kept
in its archives,

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

Given in Rome, September 8, 1993, feast of the Nativity

of Our Lady.
omalo

duardo Cardinal Martinez
Prefect

—try
P. Jestis To MLF.

Undersecretary




STATUTES

for the
ASSOCIATION OF
DISCALCED CARMELITE NUNS

in the
UNITED STATES
OF NORTH AMERICA

known as
CARMELITE COMMUNITIES
ASSOCIATED

under the
PATRONAGE OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT



I

NATURE

Carmelite Communities Associated is composed of the
Monasteries of the Order of Discalced Carmelite Nuns
listed in the Degree of Erection, given by the Congrega-
tion for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life. It is a juridical person of pontifical right,
governed by these Statutes.

The member Monasteries of the Association remain
juridically autonomous. They are each governed by
their own Prioress, who is a Major Superior. They are
subject to the Holy See and to their local Ordinary in
accordance with Common Law, and also to the Regular
Superior for those Monasteries under the jurisdiction of
the Order.

In order to join the Association, a two-thirds vote of the
Chapter of the Monastery and the acceptance by the
Council of the Association are necessary. The petition
is to be forwarded by the Chairperson to the Congrega-
tion for Institutes of Consecrated life and Societies of
Apostolic Life, which will decide about the admission.
The Chairperson will notify the Superior General that
the petition was presented to the Congregation.

Withdrawal from the Association requires serious rea-
sons and two-thirds vote of the Chapter of the Monas-
tery. The petition is to be sent to the Chairperson of the
Association, who after hearing the opinion of the Coun-
cil, will forward it to the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life for
decision. She will likewise inform the Superior General
about the petition for withdrawal.



II. AIM AND PURPOSE

5. The primary aim and purpose of the Association is to
deepen and develop the Teresian Carmelite life in the
contemporary Church and world.

6. To accomplish this primary aim, in accordance with
the norms concerning enclosure, the member monas-

teries will:

a)

b)

©)

D

©

encourage fidelity to the Teresian charism and the
exigencies of our contemplative life of prayer in
solitude in accordance with our Rule, Constitu-
tions and the documents of the Holy See.

foster study and increased understanding of
Carmelite spirituality and history, and share prayer-
ful reflections and experience related to present-
day living of the Teresian spirit.

promote unity through communication and col-
laboration among the member monasteries of the
Association and the Order of Carmel.

provide mutual aid when necessary in the form of
personnel, materials and financial help.

provide effective representation with properly con-
stituted authorities.

III ORGANS OF THE ASSOCIATION

A. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

7. The General Assembly is the meeting of the Nuns,
whose task is to elect the Chairperson and the
Council and to deal with the important business of the
Association.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The General Assembly receives the recommendations
of the member Monasteries and makes decisions for
the Association in accordance with its aims and goals.

The members of the General Assembly are:
a) the Chairperson and the Council
b) the Prioress of each member Monastery

c) one elected delegate from each member
Monastery

The Chapter of each Monastery shall elect the delegate
by an absolute majority vote in the first or second
ballot; by a relative vote in the third ballot. Only those
may be elected, who enjoy active and passive voice in
their own Monastery. A Prioress, who is unable to
attend, may appoint a solemnly professed sister from
her community to take her place.

The General Assembly shall convene in ordinary ses-
sion every two years.

An extraordinary Assembly may be convoked for im-
portant and urgent reasons at the request of at least
two-thirds of the member Monasteries, expressed
through the favorable deliberative vote of their respec-
tive Chapters.

The General Assembly cannot proceed with its elec-
tions and deliberations unless all the members have
been convoked and at least two-thirds of them are
present.

The autonomy of the member Monasteries is always to
be respected in the decisions of the General Assembly,
and in the implementation of these decisions by the
Chairperson and the Council.



STATUTES
for the
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